CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for automatically deteraiining a configuration of an I/O connector 
panel, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing information about the capabilities of the connector card to a memory within 

the connector card; 

examining the information in the memory; and 

downloading at least one driver to a system coupled to the I/O connector panel based 
upon the examined information. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the memory comprises an EEROM. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the downloading step is provided by software 
that is independent of the type of I/O connector panel. 

4. The method of claim 1 wherein the system includes a core PC fimction block. 

5. An I/O connector panel comprising: 
a plurality of I/O connectors; and 

a memory containing information about the capabiUties of the connector panel, 
wherein, when the memory is examined, ata least one driver can be downloaded to a system 
coupled to the I/O connector. 
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6. The connector panel of claim 5 wherein the memory comprises an EEROM. 

7. The connector panel of claim 5 wherein the system includes a core PC function 

block. 

8. The connector panel of claim 5 fiirther comprises connector logic coupled to 
the memory for I/O distribution. 

9. The connector panel of claim 5 wherein the memory contains attributes of the 
I/O connector panel and attributes of each connector installed on the comiector panel. 

1 0. A processing system comprising: 
a core PC fvinction; and 

at least one I/O comiector panel coupled to the core PC function, the at least one 
comiector panel comprising: a plurality of VO comiectors and a memoiy containing 
information about the capabilities of tiie connector panel, wherein, when the memoiy is 
examined, at least one driver can be downloaded to a system coupled to the I/O comiector 
panel. 

11. The processing system of claim 10 wherein the memory comprises an EEROM. 

12. The processing system of claim 10 further comprises connector logic coupled to 
the memory for I/O distiibution. 
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13. The ptocessmg system of claim 10 wherein the memory contains attribittes of 
.he VO connector panel and attributes of each connector installed on the I/O connector panel. 

14. A processing system comprising: 
a core PC function; and 

a plurality of VO connector panels coupled to the core PC function, each of the plurality 
of connector panels comprising a pluraUty of yo connectors, an EEROM containing 
information about the capabilities of the comiector panel, wherein, when the memory is 
examined, at least one driver can be downloaded to a system coupled to the VO connector 
panel, and connector logic coupled to the EEROM for I/O distribution. 

15. The processing system of claim 14 wherein the memory contains attributes of 
the yO comiector panel and attributes of each comiector installed on the I/O comiector panel. 



RPS920030089US1/2859P 



-10- 



